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Foreword from the Chairman

Dear Members, Donors and Supporters of WZO
It gives me great pleasure to present to you the World Zoroastrian
Organisation’s Annual Report for the year 2019.
I am delighted to inform our members that WZO took ownership
of the new premises named World Zoroastrian House in early
2019. I would particularly like to thank those committee members
who have spent an inordinate number of days each week, for over
three years, travelling long distances to usher in a new era of
progress and regeneration, which WZO needs to spear head within
our community.
Our preoccupation with the building project, did not constrain are usual charitable activities and we
continued with our lectures and seminars, providing grants for higher education to suitable students and
advice for immigration for those seeking advice in a troubled world.
Our appeal for sponsorship of various items such as chairs, tables, and religious implements, for the Dr
Xerxes Shahpur Captain Reference Library was very generously supported. A further generous donation
from Shahrokh and Ann Vafadari in loving memory of their son Martin Vafadari who passed away at a very
young age, was their extensive collection of books on Zoroastrian religion, history and culture plus
additional shelving. A plaque in memory of Martin was erected in the library. Our sincere thanks to the
Vafadari family.
There is only ONE WORLD ZOROASTRIAN ORGANISATION that serves our community worldwide, it
is the one that helped many displaced Zoroastrians and continues to do so even now. Even in these difficult
times, when countries have sealed their borders, we continue to do our best to help.
Please remember that the strength of an Organisation depends on its membership so please join us in an act
of Hamazori and collective responsibility. We continue to seek committee members to steer the ship through
uncharted waters with renewed enthusiasm and pride in our faith.
We wish to invite all those who wish to help in this enterprise and join with them to advance the goals of
WZO.We seek Ahura Mazda’s guidance and grace to help us to progress for the greater glory of our religion
and community.
Atha Zamyat, Yatha Afrinami.
Sincerely,

Chairman
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You can donate to WZO by visiting the website, https://www.w-z-o.org, and selecting the ‘Property
Fund’, or you can send your cheque to your local WZO representative.
UK and ROW - Mr Dinyar J Modi, Hon. Treasurer, WZO. World Zoroastrian House, 1 Freddie Mercury
Close, Feltham, TW13 5DF. Please make your cheques payable to “W.Z.O.”.
If you are a UK tax payer, please ask for a Gift Aid Form.
treasurer@w-z-o.org
USA - President of WZO, US Region, Mr Kayomarsh Mehta, 6943 Fieldstone Drive,
Burr Ridge, IL 60527-5295. Please make your checks payable to “WZO, US Region”.
If you are a US Tax payer, then your donation is tax deductible
wzo_usa@w-z-o.org
Pakistan - Mrs Toxy Cowasjee, 2 A Mary Road, Bath Island, Karachi 75530. Please make your cheques
payable to “Hutoxy Cowasjee WZO”
toxy39@gmail.com
New Zealand - Mr Darius Mistry, 13A Partai Drive, Orakei, Auckland. Please make cheque payable to
“World Zoroastrian Organisation”.
wzo_nz@w-z-o.org
India – Mrs Meher P Amersey, 15 Laburnum House, Laburnum Road, Mumbai 400 007, India. Please make
your cheques payable to “The World Zoroastrian Foundation”.
meheramersey@gmail.com
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AGM NOTICE
12th November 2020
NOTICE is hereby given that an ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of The World Zoroastrian
Organisation will be held on Sunday 6th December 2020 at World Zoroastrian House at 4pm precisely,
to transact the following business.
1.

To receive and adopt the Committee's report and accounts for the year ended 31st December 2019.

2.

To elect members of the Managing Committee in place of the following, who retire in accordance with
Article 21 of the Articles of Association, and being eligible offer themselves for re-election, except as
stated.

UK Committee Members Overseas Committee Members
Mr. Shahpur F. Captain
Dr. Kersey Antia (USA)
Mr. Dinyar J. Modi
Mr Sam Vesuna (Canada)
Miss Benafsha Engineer
Mrs. Hutoxy C. Cowasjee (Pakistan)
Mr Filli Vapiwala
Mr Kersi Shroff (USA)
The following members were co-opted to the WZO committee during the year
Tushna Ghadially Sunday, 30th August 2020

Firoz Motafram

Friday, 9th October 2020

If you wish to nominate some other members of the Organisation for the Managing Committee, please send in
your nomination, together with the written consent of your nominee, to reach the Honorary Secretary not later
than 72 hours before the time arranged for the meeting. Nominations received thereafter will not be accepted.
3.

To elect the Chairman from amongst the members of the Committee for the year 2020/2021.

4.

To re-appoint the Honorary Auditors, Nash Harvey LLP, for the year 2020/2021.
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To transact the other usual business of an Annual General Meeting.

If you informed us previously that you will be downloading the Annual Accounts and Report from our
website, they are not included with this Notice.
From next year we will not send printed copies in Abbreviated or Full format if you have requested for one
in the past. Abbreviated and Full format of the accounts will be available on our website and you may
download the same.
According to the Constitution, non-members may not be admitted to the meeting; however, interested
Zoroastrians will be welcome but not entitled to vote.
A personalised proxy form is enclosed for your use which should arrive not later than 72 hours before the time
arranged for the meeting.
The AGM will be held on ZOOM. Kindly confirm if you would like to attend the AGM. Prior registration is a
must. If you do not wish to attend the online WZO Annual General Meeting you may keep the box unticked.
Only those who tick the box will be registered and allowed to attend the online WZO Annual General Meeting.

I want to register for the online WZO Annual General Meeting.
Topic: WZO Annual General Meeting
Time: Dec 6, 2020 04:00 PM London
(India IST 9.30pm, Pakistan PKT 9 pm, USA EST 11am, USA PST 8 am)
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Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/95106524979?pwd=UUI2ZnJpOXYvWHQ0dlFtOE9ORFFZQT09
Meeting ID: 951 0652 4979
Passcode: wzo-agm-20

Thank you and with kind regards
Yours faithfully,

Mrs. Benafsha Engineer-Mulla
(Jt. Hon. Secretary)
For & on behalf of the Committee

THE WORLD ZOROASTRIAN ORGANISATION LIMITED
ANNUAL REPORT for the Year Ended 31st December 2019
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The International Board of the World Zoroastrian Organisation (WZO) has great pleasure in placing
before you the Annual Report of the 39th successful year of its operation.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Minutes of the 39th Annual General Meeting of the World Zoroastrian Organisation held on
Sunday 29 th September 2019 at the World Zoroastrian House, Freddie Mercury Close, Feltham
TW13 5DF commencing 4.00pm.
Present:
Mr Shahpur F Captain - Chairman
Mr Sammy H Bhiwandiwalla – President
Mr Dinyar J Modi – Hon. Treasurer
Mr Darayus S Motivala – Jt. Hon. Secretary
In attendance 19 other members of the Association.
The meeting commenced with prayers led by Mr Dinyar J Modi.
1 AGM Notice
The Jt. Hon. Secretary, Darayus S Motivala, read out the notice convening the meeting.
2 Chairman’s Report
WZO’s Chairman, Mr Shahpur F Captain, gave a report on the workings of WZO during 2018. A copy
of his report is available on the WZO website, https://www.w-z-o.org
3 Annual Report and Financial Statement
The Chairman of the meeting invited the audience to raise any points on the Annual Report and Financial
Statements for the year ended 31st December 2018. There being no questions raised, Dr Godafreed Irani
proposed the adoption of the Annual Report and Financial Accounts and this was seconded by Mrs Ursula
Bhiwandiwalla. The meeting was requested to vote and the report and accounts were unanimously
adopted by a show of hands.
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4 Re-election of Committee Members
The Secretary read out the names of the members standing for re-election:UK CommitteeMembers
Mr. Sammy Bhiwandiwalla
Ms. Shahin Bekhradnia
Mrs Armity Engineer
Mrs Monaz Patel
Professor Dr Zenobia Nadirshaw MBE
Mr Minoo Mistry
Ervad Jimmy Madon

Overseas Committee Members
Mr. Russi M. Ghadiali (Singapore)
Mr.Darius Mistry (N Zealand)
Mr Kayomarsh Mehta (USA)
Dr Parmis Khatibi (USA)

All the UK and the Overseas International Committee Members standing for re-election were
unanimously elected by a show of hands from those attending the meeting.
The Chairman of the meeting stated that all the above had given meritorious service to the organisation on
behalf of the community and should be re-elected. He informed the members that WZO had lost four
board members last year and it was important to fill these vacancies with the right calibre of people.
New members to the WZO Committee
Nominations for election to the WZO Committee were received from:
Proposer
Mrs Zerbanoo Gifford
Mr Fariborz Rahnamoon

Seconder

Darayus Motivala
Sammy Bhiwandiwalla

Sammy Bhiwandiwalla
Shahpur Captain

The New Committee members were unanimously elected by a show of hands from those attending the
meeting.
5 Election of Chairman: Darayus Motivala, read out the names of the new committee.
The current Chairman, Shahpur Captain was the only nominee who indicated his agreement to stand for
election. He was proposed by Darayus Motivala and seconded by Dinyar Modi. Darayus Motivala
enquired if there were any further nominations from the floor but there were none. Shahpur Captain was
unanimously elected Chairman for the year 2019 – 2020.
Management Committee:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Mr Shahpur F Captain
Mr Sammy H Bhiwandiwalla
Dastur Dr Kersey H. Antia
Ms Shahin Bekhradnia
Mr Darayus S Motivala
Mr Dinyar J Modi
Mrs Armaity Engineer
Ms Benafsha Engineer
Dr (Ms) Godafreed Irani
Zerbanoo Gifford
Prof. Zenobia Nadirshaw
Mrs Monaz Patel
Ervad Jimmy Madon
Mrs Hutoxy Cowasjee
Mr Tirdad Sorooshian
Mr Filli Vapiwala

British
British
American
British
British
British
British
British
British
British
British
Indian
Indian
Pakistani
British
British
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Mr Minoo Mistry

British

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Mrs Manijeh Parki
Mr Dadi E. Mistry
Mrs Mani J. Clubwala
Mr Homi R Khusrokhan
Mrs Meher Amersey
Mr Russi M. Ghadiali
Mr Tehemton Arjani
Mr Maneck Bhujwala
Dr Parmis Khatibi
Mr Kersi Shroff
Mr Kayomarsh Mehta
Ervad Dr Jehan Bagli
Mr RostamYeganegi
Mr Sam Vesuna
Mr. Fariborz Rahnamoon
Mr Darius S Mistry

British
Indian
Indian
Indian
Indian
Singaporean
American
American
American
American
American
Canadian
Canadian
Canadian
Canadian
New
Zealander

6 Honorary Auditors
The Treasurer, Dinyar Modi, thanked the Auditors Nash Harvey LLP for their services to WZO. They
were proposed for re-election as Auditors by Darayus Motivala and seconded by Shahin Bekhradnia.
They were unanimously re-elected as Auditors with a show of hands.
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7 Any Other Business of AGM
The Chairman asked if there were any matters to be discussed. There being no other business pertaining
to the AGM, he declared the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to all present.
Advancement of the Zoroastrian Faith
WZO Seminar on Zoroastrian Religion, History and Culture held on Sunday 9thJune 2019in association with
the Firuz Madon Foundation and the World Zarathushtrian Trust Fund
Kerman Daruwalla is a third-year PhD student at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). He is
a recipient of the European Research Council (ERC) PhD studentship for the study of the
Training of Priests in the Zoroastrian Tradition, and is part of the Multimedia Yasna project
led by Prof. Almut Hintze at SOAS. Kerman has an MA degree in Iranian Studies from
SOAS, and also an MA in Avesta-Pahlavi from the University of Mumbai. Prior to SOAS,
Kerman worked in the telecommunications sector in USA and India. He holds an MS
degree in Electrical Engineering from Syracuse University, New York and an MBA degree
from the Indian School of Business, Hyderabad.
Abstract of talk:
The Yasna is the fundamental Zoroastrian inner ritual and forms the foundation for all longer liturgical
ceremonies like the Visperad and Videvdad . The Yasna encompasses at its center the most sacred texts of
the Zoroastrian canon. The Yasna ritual has an unbroken tradition of over two millennia, and it was
performed regularly both in India and Iran till the mid-20th century. However since then, the ritual in its
entirety has completely ceased to be performed in Iran, and in India, it is performed occasionally by only a
handful of priests who have the requisite proficiency.
The entire text of the Yasna has to be completely memorized and recited within the ritual. Almost all the
priests who are currently able to perform the Yasna, have studied at one of the only two Zoroastrian priestly
training schools in the world, the Athornan Institutes. The enrolments at these institutes has been on a steady
decline, which has threatened the survival of this millennia-old ritual.
Fariborz Rahnamoon was born in Yazd; he was educated in a Catholic school in Bombay, whichled him to
research his own religion at a very early age. He has a unique perspective on the
Zarathushti religion and history, derived with the help of the Bible wherein all the
reported deeds of the Persians are based on Wisdom. He says; “the Zarathushti history
that has come down to us has been written by its adversaries over the last 2000 years and
the Avesta has been deciphered and translated by scholars with preconceived ideology
thereby leading us astray.” His finding and views are available on his website.
www.ancientiran.com He is also in the process of translating the Gathas which has
turned out to be mind-blowingly unique. Samples of which are on the same website.
Since 2015 he has compiled and is publishing the “MazdaYasni” calendar based on the “Bundahishn” that
is recognized as “the most accurate Persian calendar from the 2nd millennium BCE that does not need any
adjustment for 110,000 years”. You can check it out at www.zarathushticalendar.com/
Over the years Fariborz has led and participated in many community activities in Vancouver BC. Canada.
He is also the Editor and publisher of Iran Zamin a bilingual cultural magazine.
Abstract of talk. History of the Teachings of Zarathustra
Human Civilization is lucky to have 240 verses from the Teachings of Zarathushtra in its original form
untouched by the ravages of time and the atrocities of mankind. Major parts of this treasure were lost twice
once when it was robbed by Alexander and the second time when it was destroyed by the Arabs hordes. It is
unfortunate that we have lost the knowledge of the language in which it was sung. In the last 1800
years,unfortunately, it has been translated and interpreted by priests and scholars based on their own beliefs,
outlook and background. Let’s trace its 3757-year journey and try and retrieve the original message in these
240 verses that are left from this great Sage of Ancient Iran and hopefully put civilization back on the track
of benevolence from where it was derailed by Alexander and called Great for it.
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Ervad Jimmy Khushroo Madon was born and brought up in Mumbai, India, Ervad Jimmy Khushroo
Madon moved to the United Kingdom in 2010. He procured a First Class Honours
degree in Computing from the University of East London and is currently pursuing a
part-time M.Sc. in Software Engineering at the University of Oxford. He has worked
as a Software Engineer for the past 7 years and enjoys transferring his passion for the
subject by giving part-time lectures at various universities in the UK.
An ordained priest, (‘Navar-Martab’), he has been actively carrying out liturgical
ceremonies for the Zoroastrian community worldwide. As the youth coordinator of
the World Zoroastrian Organisation (WZO) and a committee member for the Young
Zoroastrians of the UK, he actively helps in organizing community events in the UK. He further volunteers
to teach at the religious educational classes in London for kids and parents alike and was the keynote speaker
at the 6th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress in New Zealand in 2015.
His presentation, “Zoroastrianism: A Way of Life”, aims to address the modern ‘young’ Zoroastrian, whether
he/she is the skeptic freethinker or an old-time conformist. The presentation promises to be an
unconventional discussion on how to practically use Zoroastrianism in one’s own life – be it in academics, in
one’s own professional career, hobbies or relationships. It takes Zoroastrianism beyond the cliché Good
Thoughts, Words and Deeds paradigm, taking the Jashan beyond the Malido and the Navjote beyond the
‘birdy dance’ or the ‘patra-ni-machi’!
Understanding how to distinguish religion from culture, race and ethnicity while knowing the central themes
of the Gathas, one can put Zarathustra’s time-tested ethical framework to good use. Such a rational take
should leave any “Zarathushti” wondering if they ever truly lived this wonderful way of life called
Zoroastrianism.
Hamazor 2019
I am saddened to inform you that Toxy finally took the decision to relinquish the mammoth task of creating
and publishing Hamazor and Issue 1 2019 was the last one under her stewardship of almost 18 years.
She has discharged this role with professionalism and an obligation that very few
have towards a community organisation for so long. Her strong conviction was
always that the Zoroastrian community should recognise the challenges it faced
rather than drift aimlessly as time and tide waits for nobody. No one should
underestimate the colossal task of creating each issue, chasing the contributors year
after year, for delivering on time and meeting the deadlines for each issue. We thank
Toxy most sincerely for her commitment and perseverance.
The search for a replacement to Toxy had begun in earnest and in mid-May, Natasha
Mistry from Canada rose to the challenge and we were enthusiastic about her
collaboration with WZO across the seas. Issue 2 an online version of Hamazor rolled out in September
followed by Issue 3 2019 in December 2019. It was a commendable and praiseworthy effort by Natasha and
well received by our readership. We hope that Natasha will persevere and with our joint efforts continue to
reach out to our readership.
Membership & Communication:
WZO’s membership is open to all Zoroastrians, their spouses and their children.
Non-Zoroastrians can become Friends of WZO. A Membership form can be
downloaded from the website at https://www.w-z-o.org/membership/ or requested
by emailing at membership@w-z-o.org
WZO urges their Ordinary members to upgrade to Life/Family membership which
decreases its administrative burden. Please do get in touch with the WZO
representatives in USA, Canada, Pakistan, New Zealand and India if you do wish to
upgrade your membership to Life.

In the UK and other areas, please contact Mrs Monaz Patel at
membership@w-z-o.org for all membership issues. Members have responded positively to our
requests for receiving mailers and Hamazor via email. Our sincere thanks to Monaz Patel our long-
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standing committee member who serves WZO all the way from India looking after our data base
and membership issues.
Website and Facebook:
During 2019, WZO’s IT Resource Manager Mr Minoo Mistry continued
the process of simplifying access to the website, upgrading its IT services
and implemented the General Data Protection Rules (GDPR) governing the
organisation. Our web based News Letter is being developed and we
request our members who have not updated their email ids with us, to
please update us with the same along with their consent for us to be able to
send these News Letters to them. We urge our members to please share
with us Community related news as also Interfaith News if they have
participated in one which we would be happy to share with our members
worldwide.
We also have a dedicated Facebook page which provides information of the WZO events and news
related to Zoroastrianism worldwide.
WZO is committed to the welfare of the Zoroastrian Community. However, we also undertake
fundraising and contribute for world crisis when they occur. Please visit the website for more
information on our charitable activities at https://www.w-z-o.org/
The World Zoroastrian Organisation needs your wholehearted support: attitudinal, physical and also
your financial commitment to continue the work of our various charitable activities. The World
Zoroastrian House is nearing completion and we hope will be a stepping stone to further increase
our activities. Our charitable activities will be posted on the website on a regular basis. Kindly
donate generously through our website. Our sincere thanks to Minoo Mistry our IT Resource
Manager for devoting a lot of his time to improving the website and secure email system.

Social and Fundraising Events in UK
th

Saturday 17 March 2019 was declared an Open Day for the community to visit the refurbished
World Zoroastrian House. A large number of visitors and guests were welcomed by the committee
and ErvadSahebs performed a Jashan on this auspicious day. Guests were allowed to visit the
SatayeshGah and all areas of the building. We were pleased with the expressions of delight from
our visitors at the facilities on offer.
Our Social Secretary Armaity Engineer and Benafsha Engineer-Mulla, the mother and daughter
team are well versed in the art of arranging social events throughout the year. Armaity’s culinary
expertise assures everyone who attends these events that a sumptuous meal is guaranteed, while
Benafsha organises matters behind the scene. We wish to record our sincere thanks to Benafsha and
her husband Mohammed Mulla for their generosity in financing all the catering on the Open Day.
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The First Jamsheedi NoRuz celebrations at World Zoroastrian House on 23rd March 2019
Nearly 130 guests packed the hall for our first New Year celebration at WZ House. A live band
played throughout the evening entertaining guest with a selection of English and Iranian music.

L to R: Dr Farnaz Ostavari & Mojdeh Kaviani who choreographed the dance

Shahpur Captain and guests

L to R : Afsaneh, Shahin & Yassamane

WZO has been celebrating the ancient Iranian Zoroastrian festival of Jamsheedi NoRuz on the
spring equinox for 39 years. On 23rd March thanks to our committee member Ms Shahin
Bekhradnia and our social secretary, Armaity Engineer, Iranian’s and Parsee’s celebrated this happy
occasion together. The Haft Sheen table prepared by our Iranian Zoroastrian members was on
display at the entrance and our guests were greeted by Shahin Bekhradnia as they entered the
reception room.
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The Guests of Honour invited by Shahin Bekhradnia were Yassamane Shahrokh Sassanfar and her
daughter Afsaneh who had travelled from Paris to appreciate the generosity and financial
contribution of their parents Mehrafzoun and Abtin Sassanfar towards the building of World
Zoroastrian House. After dinner, Sammy Bhiwandiwalla invited Yassamane Shahrokh Sassanfar
and her daughter Afsaneh to unveil the portrait of Mehrafzoun and Abtin Sassanfar. This had been
planned for quite some time and the search for a suitable portrait was eventually accomplished from
a picture found byMandana Sassanfar, the sister of Yassamane who resides in the USA. Yassamane
thanked the Chairman and Shahin for arranging this most unexpected and happy occasion and
thanked everyone for the wonderful reception she and her daughter had both received.
Chairman Shahpur Captain invited Armaity Engineer to the stage and thanked her for her
stupendous effort to make this celebration of Noruz a truly memorable event. The evening
continued late into the night with dancing to the tunes of the band “Outback”
Our sincere thanks to our committee members Shahin Bekhradnia, Armaity and Benafsha Engineer,
Darayus Motivala, Minoo Mistry and all those who helped make this day a big success.

Inauguration of the WORLD ZOROASTRIAN HOUSE and
Felicitation and Honouring of WZO Chairman SHAHPUR F. CAPTAIN
On 10th August 2019, WZO welcomed members of our
community who had played a significant part in the
establishment of the World Zoroastrian House to
celebrate and participate in the official opening of the
centre.
Distinguished guests included Lord Bhikhu Parekh of
Kingston upon Hull and wife Pramila, Seema Malhotra,
Member of Parliament for Feltham and Heston and
husband Sushil. Deputy Mayor Raghwinder Siddhu of
London Borough of Hounslow and Rohit Vadhwana, First
Secretary (Economic) at the High Commission of India.
The program started with a Boi ceremony in the Worship room conducted by Ervad Jimmy Madon
to which all were welcome, after which guests returned to the main hall.
Chairman Shahpur Captain welcomed all the guests and thanked them for attending. He wished
them all an enjoyable and memorable evening.
The first speaker of the day was Secretary of WZO, Darayus Motivala who presented a power point
presentation on “who we are and the House project.” A short history about WZO’s formation, its
charitable work in India and Iran and a timely reminder to all who were present that we are a charity
to serve and to bring forth progress and reform within the our community, in practices that have no
connection with the teachings of Prophet Zarathushtra.
Darayus concluded by thanking London Borough of Hounslow, its current Mayor, Tony Louki, and
Ward Councillors, Hanif Khan and Bishnu Gurung. WZO has a good relationship with their local
MP, Seema Malhotra whose support we could look forward to in the future.
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Sushil Malhotra, Richard and Zerbanoo Gifford
and MP Seema Malhotra

Armaity Bedford, Shahpur Captain and
Inderjit Chhabra

The next speaker Lord Bhikhu Parekh was introduced by Prof .Dr Zenobia Nadirshaw MBE.
“Bhikhu Parekh has made a unique contribution to
British society. His distinguished academic career
would be admirable in itself, but he has enriched that,
and us, by drawing on elements of his Indian culture
that give his political philosophy and his public
service a highly distinctive character. His life’s
journey began in his family and community in rural
India. He has lived much of it in British academia.
Family, community, social justice, the life of the mind
and reflective patriotism have been themes of his
philosophy and his life.”
In his presentation Lord Bhikhu Parekh spoke about
“Gandhi and the Parsis”
Our sincere thanks to Lord Bhikhu Parekh for presenting a memorable vignette in the history and
time of Gandhiji and the Parsees of India.
This was followed by a short addresses from the Deputy Mayor Raghwinder Siddhu of London
Borough of Hounslow and then by Mr Rohit Vadvana, First Secretary (Economic) at the High
Commission of India.
It was the right time to break and dinner was served with the first course consisting of some
excellent Indian starters placed on each table to delight the palate.
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Chairman Shahpur Captain, Lord and Lady Parekh, Prof. Zenobia and Zubin Nadirshaw

Staff having cleared the tables after the first course, Master of Ceremonies, Jimmy Madon invited
past-Chairman of WZO, Rumi Sethna to address the guests. This was un-announced in our program
and was indeed a surprise for our Chairman Shahpur F Captain and also our guests.
Rumi Sethna’s presentation on behalf of Chairman Shahpur F Captain
Ladies and gentlemen, There are very few people who do not retire and carry on expanding their businesses
and enjoy working to the end of their lives and some who enjoy working for their community forever. It
therefor gives me great pleasure to talk to you about my dear friend who I have known since 1961 and to
honour him today for all that he has done and achieved since 1961 to date. This person has worked tirelessly
for the community in the United Kingdom. He has achieved so much and has never asked for anything in
return. Of course, the youngsters in the community have no knowledge and have never even thought of
acknowledging the service that this person has given to the community. We, in WZO have decided to correct
this wrong doing, and are today going to tell you about what his achievements have been and to acknowledge
his work and tenacity.
I am of course speaking about our dear Chairman
Shahpur Captain. To some of you Shahpur comes
across as a stern person but deep down he is a kind and
a very jovial person. I can vouch for this as Hilda and I
went on a holiday with him which we thoroughly
enjoyed. From 1991 Shahpur, Hilda and I travelled
annually to India to witness that the funds sent there
were being used appropriately. Despite the difficulties
of the travel conditions hewas great fun to be with. My
wife was 5’6’’ in height and after 13 years of
travelling she’s now 4’10’’. He joined the existing
local association (now known as ZTFE) in 1961. I too
became a member at that time.
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Shahpur stood for election to the committee in 1962 but did not succeed, yet he continued to prepare their
accounts and looked after the investments. At that time all the funds were invested in gilt edged stocks which
realised a very low income. The constitution of the Association needed to be looked at as these were based
on the Companies Act 1862 to 1907. He managed to alter these in accordance with the 1948 Act. He was
then invited to join the committee in 1963. On 10th November he was elected to the committee which I did
not attend as I was abroad. He would have received one extra vote had I been there. The investments made
by the then committee were not yielding much and there was no capital appreciation. Shahpur suggested that
the investment policy of the association should be given to one person and at a later meeting Shahpur was
put in charge of all investments. Slowly but surely all the old investments were sold off and new shares were
purchased which gave the association capital appreciation and more income. During his term at the ZTFE
from 1963 to 17th May 1986 Shahpur held more than one Office on the committee.
He resigned as a President due to a change of opinion in the committee as to who is allowed to attend certain
prayers. Shahpur believed that the religion is a matter of choice and anybody who believed in Zarathustra
had a right to attend the prayers. Of course, the orthodox won the day and took over the Association. During
his tenure as a committee member it was decided to buy a larger house as the one in Russell Road South
Kensington was too small. We needed a larger house in order that a prayer room could be accommodated.
The committee started looking for alternative premises and on 29th November 1967, 88 Compayne Gardens
was brought to the attention of the committee. This property was a school run by Catholic Nuns. The
property was much bigger than Russell Road but was in a poor state. The property needed complete
redecoration and renovation. On 4 th January 1968 a price was agreed at £32500. An SGM was called on 3rd
March 1968 to approve the purchase and this was passed by all present. A presentation was made as to how
the Association would fund the property.
A great deal of effort was put in by all parties to raise the funds required. A great number of people donated
for the new house and in appreciation Shahpur had a board put up to acknowledge the donors and the
amounts they had donated put against their names. Sadly, after we left Compayne Gardens these boards have
gone missing considering that when Compayne Gardens was sold it achieved a price of £2.3m pounds, and
no acknowledgement is given to the original donors who worked hard to make this happen. Soon it became
obvious that the new place was too small as a lot of Iranians had left Iran and were settling in UK. Funds
were raised for extending Compayne Gardens and as I recall this cost around £200,000. There was another
board put up in the extension acknowledging the receipts from all the donors. Sadly, this too has gone
missing. Every time I asked the then President of the ZTFE he promised me that he would look into it. After
a while I realised that he had no intention of ever acknowledging the past donors. In 1970 the ownership of
Brookwood Cemetery had changed and the new owners were demanding a considerable amount of money
for another plot plus they wanted extra money for burials. The committee wanted Shahpur to cave in.
Shahpur insisted that we had a very strong case and that we should not give in to blackmail. The case went to
court on 3rd April 1981, and during the lunch break the solicitor acting for the cemetery asked to meet
Shahpur and the Associations lawyers. At this time, Shahpur, after 10 years of hard work demanded the
following: 1. The Association buys the cemetery and an additional plot for £1 2. Brookwood Cemetery
repays all the excess amounts paid to them for burials from the beginning of the dispute 3. Brookwood to
reimburse all our legal fees 4. Brookwood to provide services for an agreed amount. The lawyers for the
Cemetery agreed to all the demands and a deal was signed and sealed by the court.
A new constitution was prepared, and on 3rd September 1978 an SGM passed all the Resolutions and
Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (Incorporated) came into being. This enabled us to reclaim all the taxes
on dividends and the capital profits were exempt from taxes. How was WZO formed; In 1978 the late
Farhang Mehr asked to meet Shahpur at the Grosvenor House Hotel and asked him in the presence of Mr.
Naderi to go ahead and form The World Zoroastrian Organisation in London. He stated that Tehran and
Mumbai had wasted several years and had not done anything. The entire burden was dropped on to Shahpur's
lap to form the organization ASAP, due to the political situation in Iran. (How right Farhang was)
At the committee meeting held on 4th June 1978 it was decided to form WZO properly constituted and
financed. At this time Mehraban Farangi came to WZO and offered to donate £150,000 to a new charity
which would be known as WZTF to fund WZO to carry out its duties. Today this fund after making several
bequests and funding WZO, is still in operation. WZO was formed in 1980. When the political situation got
worse in Iran, Shahpur wrote several letters to the government of Iran and to Ayatollah Khomeni and
Dr.Bazargan the prime minister of Iran, on WZO paper requesting them to safe guard the loyal Zoroastrian
population of Iran. Shahpur attended several tribunal cases in London, testifying the reasons why Iranian
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Zoroastrians should be allowed to stay in UK. He also wrote to all the western governments and to USA to
allow Iranian Zoroastrians to stay in their respective countries.
WZO was operating from the ZTFE premises and after the AGM of WZO on 8th October 1989 the then
committee wrote a letter to WZO that we could not use the ZTFE premises and all WZO files and cabinets
were removed from the office and placed on the landing on the second floor. With the help of Shahpur's
brother and myself we loaded up 2 cars and took the filing cabinets to my house which eventually became
our place of work for 10 years. Looking back, I feel that had we not been kicked out we would have never
raisedthe funds to have our own headquarters. I therefore take this opportunity of thanking the then
committee for making us an independent body. We worked from my family home holding monthly
committee meetings for several years and later found a small office in Tennison Road, Croydon which we
acquired and used as our headquarters for several years. In 2001 when I was in the chair Mr. FarhangMehr
asked me to come to Paris and meet Abtin Sassanfar. Abtin wanted to know more about WZO and what it
did. He put Hilda and I up in a flat which was adjoining his office. We talked for 2 days about WZO and
about the future of WZO. Our view was that WZO should be represented in UNESCO and United Nations.
This of course was a long shot as the local association here convinced the BPP that we should not be
supported. Had we joined the 2 bodies we would have had a strong case to represent all the Zoroastrians all
over the world and it would have helped any Zoroastrian in difficulty. It was an Iranian Zarathusti namely
the late Mr. Abtin Sassanfar who visited us and offered a donation of £500,000 for new premises. This
obviously motivated Shahpur to seek additional funds. With his persuasive powers we were offered a further
£1m by the Trustees of the Firuz Madon Foundation. The rest is history.
If it wasn’t for Shahpur the local community and the World Body would not be where it is now. I will now
request Shahpur to come to the podium and call Ursula Bhiwandiwalla to present a small gift from the
committee to Shahpur. I will now ask my wife Hilda to unveil the portrait of Shahpur Captain which I can
assure you will never be removed from these premises. Ladies and gentleman I would now like you all to
stand and propose a toast to Shahpur and wish him good health and happiness with his family.

Ursula Bhiwandiwalla presenting the gift
from the committee to Shahpur Captain

Armaity Engineer presenting a Bouquet of
Flowers to Inderjit Chhabra.

Hilda Sethna unveiling a beautifully framed portrait
of a young and dapper Shahpur Captain

Naval Heramaneck, Rumi Sethna and Feroza Heramaneck
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WZO committee members present at the inauguration and presentation

Rumi Sethna’s speech ended with loud applause and visible signs of appreciation for Shahpur’s life
timeachievements. This show of appreciation was most unexpected by Shahpur Captain and he thanked all
those present for the warmth, affection and appreciation that filled the hall on his behalf.Our sincere thanks
to Rumi and Hilda Sethna who played a defining part in the presentation for Shahpur Captain. The evening
rounded up with live music and dancing till late into the evening.

Supporting Zoroastrian Communities Worldwide
WZO carries out charitable works worldwide, in partnership with other, mainly Zoroastrian charitable
organisations and through our own Trust Funds.WZO representatives in UK, Canada, U.S.A, Pakistan
and New Zealand collect substantial sum towards charitable activities. During the year WZO
endeavoured to fulfil its obligations towards community requests for medical treatment and aid,
educational grants and loans for higher education, lectures and seminars for the furtherance of religious
education, interfaith and social and religious activities.
World Zoroastrian Organization Trust (established 1991); WZO Trust for Women & Children
(established 1993); WZO Trust Funds (established 1995) are registered as Public Charitable Trusts
under Bombay Public Trust Act, and continue to serve the community in India through their
multifarious welfare activities. Mr Rustamji Gai an eminent lawyer from Delhi visited and
witnessed the work done in the villages of Gujarat and realising the legal difficulties faced by the
WZO in establishing an organisation in India suggested setting up the above named Trusts. This
suggestion was enthusiastically taken up by Mr Shahpur Captain during his tenure as President of
WZO and diligently followed up by Mr Dinshaw Tamboly who along with his wife Bachi and other
trustees administer these Trusts with real zeal and dedication.
We extend our sincere appreciation to all our donors, big and small, for their munificent support and
co-operation without which very little would be possible. We especially acknowledge with
immense gratitude the continuous and extremely generous support received for our multifarious
activities from:
1. World Zarathushtrian Trust Fund, UK towards general charitable donations and publications.
2. The Dasturji Dr. S. H. Kutar Benevolent Fund for relief of poverty, medical cases and higher
education.
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3. Noshirwan F. Cowasjee Medical Benevolent Fund, UK.
4. The Erach and Roshan Sadri Foundationhas channelled substantial funds towards Zoroastrian
and non-Zoroastrian causes worldwide over the years. In 2019, it awarded WZO a grant of
£150,000 towards its property fund for the refurbishment project of WZ House. In addition it
received a further £37,000 towards community projects. WZO offers its sincere thanks to the
Trustees of The Erach and Roshan Sadri Foundation for their magnanimous support for various
charitable projects since 2006.
5. £10,000 - The Firuz Madon Foundation.WZO is deeply indebted to FMF for their ongoing
commitment towards the furtherance and study of Zoroastrianism through lectures and seminars
held worldwide.
6. £44,000 - Mr Rumi and Mrs Hilda Sethnafor theirgenerous donation towards the Property Fundin
the year 2019. We record our sincere gratitude for their on-going financial support, dedication
and personal involvement in WZO
7. US$ 50,000 Behram Baxter, USA towards the refurbishment of WZ House
8. £30,000 – through the Good offices of David Vatcha towards WZ house
9. £6,183.33 – Shahin Bekhradnia –WZ House refurbishment
10. £7011 – Dinyar Modi, towards refurbishment of WZ House
11. £6,100 – Shahpur F Captain for the Dr. Xerxes Shahpur Captain Library
12. £5000 - Ferdowsi Trust Fund towards the Library in loving memory of Martin S Vafadari
News from the WZO Regional Offices
WZO Foundation, India formed in 2013, operates as a charitable trust from Delhi. The
Foundation is now up and running and is able to receive and process WZO membership
applications, receive and distribute funds and can process application for funds. All membership
issues for the WZO UK should be sent to Meher Amersey at meheramersey@gmail.com or
hpamersey@gmail.com whilst other issues will be dealt with by Dadi Mistry dadimistry@vsnl.net.
Our sincere thanks to Dadi Mistry and Meher Amersey.

WZO US Region
WZO US Region is managed by its President, Kayomarsh Mehta. WZO US Region received
substantial donations from individuals, Trusts and Associations which were transmitted to the
various beneficiaries listed below.
Distribution of funds from the Kaikhosrov D & Piroja K Irani Trust. USA
Under the conditions of termination and distribution of the Trust, WZO (US Region) were one of
the beneficiaries of the above Trust. After various individual bequests, the WZO (US Region)
received 20% of the residual amount equal to US$516,559.
Both Kaikhosrov and Piroja were lifelong members and avid supporters of WZO and its guiding
principles of openness and in following the eternal and timeless message of our Prophet
Zarathushtra. We are delighted to receive this magnificent amount to be applied towards the stated
aims of our benefactors.

The following donations were made through the good offices of WZO US Region
$27,000-WZO Trust Funds India towards various causes
$7,200.00- Happy Home and School for the Blind, India
$17,200.00- Community Outreach Programme account. They are to be used for the purchase of a
School Bus to transport Street Children to and from School as communicated in an earlier mail.
Both the above donations were provided by Behram and Rena Baxter. USA
16

US$10,000.00. They are for the maintenance expense of the fire temple at Uran and for the medical
expenses of the cancer patients as communicated in an earlier mail.
These funds were donated by Zarin and Neville Sarkari Foundation. USA
The following donations were received by WZO towards the new premises fund
$50,000 from Behram Baxter
$2,000 from Tehemton&DogdoArjani
$500 from MehrooMinu Patel
$500 from Kayomarsh & Nergish Mehta
$700 from Adi Davar towards the property and other various causes
$24,000 - DadarAthornan Institute from Jal Birdy, NAMC and various other donors

WZO Canada is managed by its President, Ervad (Dr) Jehan Bagli, and ably supported by his
fellow Trustee, Mr Sam Vesuna.
WZO Canada has initiated two scholarships through an endowment fund of C $100,000 by Sam
Vesuna in memory of his parents. The Dr.Minocher Rustom Vesuna scholarship is worth C $3,000
for Graduate studies and the DowlatMinocher Vesuna scholarship is worth C $3,000 for
undergraduate studies.
WZO Canada has also received another endowment of C $ 25,000.00 that will permit them to
disburse a Sheroo Darabsha Kolsavala scholarship of C $1000.00 for higher studies in Canada or
USA.
In 2019, WZO Canada supported a project with Mr.
Shahram
Bastani
is
responsible
for
the
project. Two Canadian Iranian composers and one USA
Iranian composer were engaged to put to music selected
verses from the Gathas. The main person behind this
project is Shahram (Shawn) Bastani who himself is an
amateur singer and coaches the Zoroastrian Iranian choir.
Shahram is second from right in the first attached picture
above and his wife Mina is 4th from left. The WZO
Canada project is funded from donations by Shahram and
myself as main donors and donations from 2 other
Iranians and the North .
Choir singing the Gathas in Farsi at an event
of the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario(ZSO).

American Mobeds Council. Shahram's wife Mina also donated a Piano to ZSO for performances.A
number of performances have also been held at other Iranian centres in Toronto.
We also have the volunteer assistance of a well-known Azerbaijani composer and conductor
Mehraban Ismayel Hajyev residing in Toronto who is the conductor in the pictures attached. The
next stage is to compose music for selected verses of the GathasinEnglish.Our sincere thanks to
Ervad (Dr) Jehan Bagli and Mr Sam Vesuna for their tireless efforts to promote WZO Canada.

WZO (New Zealand) has been in existence as a local Non-Profit Organisation for over 15
years.
1) WZO were one of the main sponsors of the 6th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress, held in
December 2015 in Auckland. Trustees of WZO (NZ) have reaped both tangible and intangible
ongoing benefits, for the Zoroastrian community and the youth of New Zealand.
A number of youth participants met life partners at the Congress and this resulted in 5 marriages
between participants in New Zealand alone.The Congress has worked towards the social, religious
and cultural needs of over 250 young participantsfrom various parts of the world.
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From the Registration Charges at the Congress & after meeting final costs, there was a small
surplus. This money was pledged by the New Zealand Youth Committee, towards meeting the
Registration Costs for New Zealand youth, who would attend the 7th World Zoroastrian Youth
Congress being held in Los Angeles, USA in 2019.
We are happy to inform that 20 young Zoroastrians have applied and been granted full registration
costs & will be representing New Zealandat the 7th Youth Congress in Los Angeles this year
This outstanding & meaningful outcome is a result of the generous help and assistance received
from our major donors in 2015,with WZO being one of them.
One can safely say "The circle of giving has been successfully completed & reached the most
meaningful outcome" So many young Zoroastrians have benefited, in so many different ways
2) WZO has played a significant role in the development and growth of a very talented young
Zoroastrian, Arzan Todywalla who lives in Auckland. Arzan is an immensely talented young
footballer and has represented various well known football clubs / teams in New Zealand , his
school and has also played for the under 17 teams at a national level. His ultimate goal is to play as
a Pro Football player, at an international level and with his persistence, dedication and talent there is
no doubt that he will achieve his goal As a part of his journey towards that goal, it was required that
he attends football trials and training at overseas tournaments and training camps, which came at
huge financial cost for his ever supportive family.
His parents had approached the WZO Trustees in New Zealand, Darius Mistry and Rashna Tata and
asked for their guidance and assistance. Thru the largess of WZO London, a financial grant was
provided towards a part of the huge costs involved.This assistance was put to very good use by
Arzan, who attended training camps at Football Fusion UK in 2018.His performance impressed the
coaches and team management in the UK & has led to a recommendation from one of the top
coaches in the UK.
WZO was recognized for this officially in a special fund raiser dinner evening,organized by Arzan's
family and friends, and the larger Zoroastrian community in Auckland in May 2018.The Todywalla
family provided a platform for WZO trustee Rashna Tata, to speak about WZO -their goals and
objectives & the world wide assistance towards numerous worthy causes.
The presentation was well received
3) With two Zoroastrian Organizations already present in New Zealand, the WZO Trustees play a
silent, behind the scenes role.By providing help and assistance to individual Zoroastrians in New
Zealand - for medical , educational or any other worthwhile causes.
We thank WZO London for their huge cooperation and willingness to help
4) WZOassisted a young Zoroastrian girl, Ms. Tushna Elavia from India by funding her studies in
New Zealand. She has started her studies in New Zealand on Child Care education.
5) A young Mother (Mrs. Pervin Medhora)was seriously ill due to a fairly rare viral diseases. She
had to be given private medical treatment as the New Zealand health system was not sponsoring the
treatment, due to its rarity. WZO assisted the family with a grant of $4000.00 for her treated and
private hospital care.
Fundraising for WZO Projects.
Fund-raising is the life-blood of our organisation in supporting the community’s needs. We made
substantial disbursements towards medical assistance, education, relief of poverty, self-employment
etc.thanks to the generosity of our members and supporters, all over the world, to finance activities
that promote WZO’s objectives. We list below the various funds held within WZO to support
communities worldwide.
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Noshirwan F. Cowasjee Medical Benevolent Fund supports applications for assistance where
family resources cannot meet the escalating costs of medical treatment. We request donors to
continue supporting this very worthy and humanitarian cause for the benefit of our community.
Roshan A. Dehnugara Benevolent Fundwas set up in loving memory of Roshan, a popular and
respected member of the UK community. The income from the corpus is utilised for the relief of
poverty in our community.
AlooVatcha Education Fund: generously started with the guidance of the Vatcha family continues
to grow through donations and our fund raising activities. Students seeking to achieve their
academic ambitions face escalating fees towards higher education. We welcome further support
from our well-wishers.
Ervad Framroze Edulji Gazi and Allan Framroze Gazi Education Fund was endowed with a
donation of £10,000 from Miss Thrity Framroze Gazi in loving memory of her dear departed
parents. Our sincere thanks to Miss Gazi for this generous donation.
The WZO General Fund serves a plethora of applications be they administrative or charitable,
thus giving us the freedom to apply resources where urgently needed. Support towards the
implementation of any of our activities is essential for the effective working of the organisation and
we would request our donors not to overlook the benefits of supporting the general fund.
Individual Donors:
We wish to record our sincere thanks to all our donors large and small with whose support and
encouragement WZO has managed to serve the community’s needs in economic and social
upliftment. The community faces new challenges of social change and perspectives and WZO will
continue to be in the forefront of shaping our future as we move into new frontiers.
Our thanks are also due to the members of our community who have placed their confidence in
WZO for the legacies endowed from the estates of deceased members of our community and for
putting their trust in the Board Members of WZO to act as executors of their estate.
THE ZOROASTRIANS OF SOUTH GUJARAT – WZO Trust oversee the progress made in the
project to rehabilitate poor Zoroastrians residing in the rural areas of South Gujarat.

The project revolves around 4 main issues
a) Rehabilitate poorZoroastrian farmers who have land available to pursue agriculture viably.
Alternatively to make use of land available towards dairy & poultry farming, setting up brick kilns
and so on.
b) For those who do not have any land, to provide support towards their self-employment.
c) Replacing huts in which the poor Zoroastrians live into decent cottages made from bricks &
mortar.
d) Providing adequate quantities of food grains to economically challenged Zoroastrian families
residing in villages that would last them for a few months thereby providing relief.Given below is a
short treatise on how our journey began and how it has unfolded so far.
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1988: Dr.Cashmera Bhaya submits her report on the sample (not census) survey that she undertook
at the behest of The World Zoroastrian Organisation, London and Surat Parsi Punchayet on the
Socio-Economic conditions of Zoroastrians residing in the rural areas of South Gujarat.Her
conclusions: she identified 687 Zoroastrian families in 209 villages living below the poverty line.
1991:The World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust was established,
primarily to rehabilitate these poor Zoroastrians. During the course
of WZO committee members journey they found that there were
many more Zoroastrians living in abject poverty in many villages
than covered in the report (which was a sample and not a census
survey).
Rehabilitation process begins, comprising of providing inputs to agrarians, providing selfemployment to the landless or those where agricultural efforts could not be economically viable,
replacing the huts in which the poor Zoroastrians lived into cottages, providing medical relief,
supporting their children to receive a good education, distributing food grains and so on.
Zoroastrian farmers in the villages of South Gujarat have been extended support in their farming
activities and replacement cottages.
Individuals in different rural locations have been provided opportunities and financial support to be
self-employed in vocations of their choice, such as plying taxis, auto-rickshaws, grocery shops,
motor garages etc. Food grains are distributed periodically every
year to economically challenged Zoroastrians residing in the
villages.
Collaborations & Partnerships:
It is not possible for any single institution to undertake work on
this scale without the active cooperation support from other
likeminded individuals and institutions through collaborations
and partnerships.
World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust is fortunate to have received generous support from all
continents in which Zoroastrians reside and is extremely grateful to those who have contributed
towards this massive ongoing exercise. We acknowledge that whatever has been achieved has been
due to the unstinted support of donors and well-wishers who have participated by way of donations
and also by creating awareness of our work.Partnerships such as these have enabled World
Zoroastrian Organisation Trust to change the lives of many. Whilst much has been done, even more
yet remains to be done. Many are still experiencing the pangs of poverty, and looking forward to
helping hands bringing them back into the mainstream of society.
Our thanks are due to Bachi and Dinshaw Tamboly for the above work as well as Farrokh Kasad,
who has been associated with the Rehabilitation Programme since its inception. The work in India
continues to be carried out by the WZO Trust in Mumbai.
@
@
@
It would not have been possible for us to undertake such extensive welfare programmes without
support from our donors, and also our band of dedicated volunteers. We have always followed a
policy of being open and transparent in all that we do, with full accountability being provided to all
our donors at all times. This policy has endeared our trusts to donors, who have willingly given
generous donations on a regular basis.
To those of our beneficiaries, whose lives have been touched by the generosity of our donors, we
can happily say that our promise of providing better days has been fulfilled. Whilst we are proud of
what we have done, we recognise the fact that very much more needs to be done. It is for this reason
that we seek the continued support of our donors from all over the world to enable us to sustain and
enhance our welfare activities.
20

